• 5 DARAYAVAUSH PROCLAIMS . . ."
yrian inscriptions we know that certain Aryan tribes * Iran through the Caucasus passes and the valley of nia in the middle of the ninth century B.C. Other Aryans from the steppes to the east of the Caspian ilso penetrated to the Iranian plateau through the nountains. Two of these tribes became peoples with olitical organisation and were to play a decisive part ory of this part of Asia. They were the Medes, who what is now an area bounded roughly by the north-ranian towns of Tehran, Hamadan, Kashan and nd the Persians, who settled farther south in the
the Zagros mountains as far as what is now the )f Fars. With the help of the Scythians, who had ;d the Caucasus mountains, and the Babylonians, 5 conquered the Assyrians in 612 B.C., destroyed .tal Nineveh and put an end forever to their
. The Median conqueror was Cyaxares, but his son /•ho succeeded him fell a prey to the soft luxuries :d from the Assyrians in his residence in the capital (near the modern Hamadan) and lost his throne to 5 of the city of Anshan. Cyrus had succeeded to the ^.nshan and other cities in 559 ; in 550 he conquered and afterwards Lydia, whose king was Croesus,
its capital Sardis in 546, and then he took Babylon
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